THE   FUTURE   AGAINST   HITLER

nize this truth, because faith, honour and liberty are
meaningless words for them.

It was with surprise and delight that foreign ob-
servers watched the changes that took place in France
and England after the famous Munich Agreement.
But Hitler refused to recognize them, and persisted in
believing that France was rotten and England
impotent.

Towards the end of 1937, Herr von Neurath,, the
German Minister of Foreign Affairs, asked his am-
bassadors in France, Italy and England to send him
circumstantial and strictly objective reports on the
situation in those countries. Adolf, however, had lost
confidence in his Foreign Minister, and von Neurath
complained bitterly that only Herr von Ribbentrop's
advice was followed. The ambassadors' reports were
submitted to Hitler, and they provoked a terrific out-
burst of rage.

'Your reports/ he said to von Neurath, care in direct
contradiction with the confidential reports that I have
received. Why this morbid pessimism? I know what
to believe about France and England.3

Two months later von Neurath was succeeded by
Joachim von Ribbentrop.

Count Welczek, then German Ambassador in Paris,
had good reason to be alarmed at the way German
policy was going.

Towards the middle of 1938 he asked his Military
Attache to approach the Fiihrer and try to give him a
truer picture of France and the French army.
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